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Gridification

Popular 

m
usic 

today is quantifiably 

m
ore on-beat and tonally 

precise than the billboard 

charts of previous eras, a trend 

term
ed 

"Griddification".
One 

obvious 
driver 

of 
this 

trend 
is 

technology - auto-tune m
akes snapping 

spurious or early tones to the pitch and the 

beat, 
and 

com
puters 

don't 
have 

hum
an 

im
perfections. 

A 
m

ore 
subtle 

driver 
is 

the 

increasing level of professional training and rigor 

am
ong the m

ost successful m
usicians - singers will take 

the best take of dozens, and professional training 

em
phasizes consistency. Another driver: m

usic is rarely 

recorded in live sessions - m
ost pieces of m

usic are 

com
plex 

layerings 
of 

intricately 
stacked 

digital 

recordings, 
m

ixed 
and 

tuned 
and 

perfected 
by 

producers. Playing live with others introduces subtle 

changes in rhythm
, conversation between perform

ers, 

sm
all inconsistencies in tim

ing and pitch that give the 

whole a sense of coherence that m
ore tightly knit 

produced counterparts can lack. Like any good 

neologism
, 

Griddification 
quickly 

went 
from

 

som
ething I read about once in a good blog [8] to 

lodging in m
y m

ind as a shorthand for how precision 

and m
easurem

ent distorts our sense of quality.
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M
cM

ansion 

H
ell and Fans

For 
over 

a 
decade, 

the 
blog 

M
cM

ansion 
Hell 

has 
educated 

and 

entertained m
e [10]. It's an infrequent 

publication that revels in and labels the 

absurd 
designs 

of 
careless 

suburban 

architecture. But while it's always a laugh, M
cM

H 

also educates its readers - giving you the language to 

describe 
why 

som
ething 

looks 
wrong, 

and 
an 

appreciation for form
 and function well m

arried [10]. In an 

age 
of 

m
ass-produced 

conspicuous 
luxury 

(for 
which 

M
cM

ansions serve as tem
ples), the 

blog is a rem
inder that taste and 

aesthetics are a project we all can 

participate in and enjoy. Their recent 

post on the revolutions in the world of 

ceiling fans is worth a read (and a 

laugh) - a great rem
inder that as 

our capability to m
anufacture 

anything

increases, 

discernm
ent has never 

been 

m
ore 

im
portant. [11]
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Gerontocracy-m
andering

The best solutions to corruption are 'autom
atic': they leave no room

 for discretion, 

and in doing so weed out the possibility of m
align action. One such solution to the 

corruption of gerrym
andering is 'age-based-districting', where som

eone's age, 

rather than their geography, determ
ines the district that they vote in. If used in 

Colorado for our eight representatives to the House, the districts would be ages 

18-25, 26-31, 31-37, 38-44, 45-52, 53-60, 61-69, and 70-and-over. This system

would achieve generational diversity (and continuity) in governance, and rebalance 

political power away from
 the wealthiest and best connected, who are often the 

elders of every geographic district. Additionally, in today's fast-m
oving world, we 

often have m
ore

in com
m

on (politically and econom
ically) with people of our 

generation than our geography. Congress does not work because m
ost congressional 

districts are not com
petitive, and efforts to m

ake them
 so tend to get viewed 

through short-term
 im

pact on political power. W
e need a com

prehensive and 

partisan neutral reform
. [9]
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Book - Cat'sCradle 

by Kurt Vonnegut is a 

delightfulpage turner and 

essential wisdom
 for tim

es of 

technical revolution. Equal parts 

m
ystery, character study, and pacifist 

m
anifesto, it follows a fictional journalist 

obsessed with the bom
bing of Hiroshim

a, 

who 
quickly 

finds 
him

self 
em

broiled 
in 

adventure and calam
ity. Fictive religious writing 

woven through the story gives contem
plative respites 

through the rising suspense and action.

 
M

usical (on Stream
ing) - On a recent flight, a production of 

"Hadestown" brought m
e to tears in Seat 35B. I had (incorrectly) 

thought "oh just another retelling of Orpheus and Euridice" - 

and figured m
y fam

iliarity with its m
any retellings (including 

two favorites: Arcade Fire's Reflektor, Black Orpheus) 

would dim
inish it. Itdid not. Som

e stories are worth 

returning to tim
e and tim

e again. [12] 

Article - Quotidian changes to flight patterns 

could reduce warm
ing from

 contrails by a 

few percentage points of all hum
an caused 

Global W
arm

ing, with a real world 

experim
ent 

playing 
out 

over 
the 

Atlantic this winter. I found it an 

exciting rem
inder that we can 

always 

use 

our 

understanding 
of 

the 

world to chip away at 

problem
s that appear 

insurm
ountable. 

[13]
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and receive higher grades on that coursework. But when they 
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s (without AI), scores plum

m
et. Typically, hom
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scores and exam
 scores tightly correlate, but this correlation 

inverts for students who use AI on assignm
ents - the

better 

they do on hom
ework, the worse they do on exam

s [4]. The 

hope: these findings should encourage us to take a 
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 the2000s to 
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ing Value 

activity and the newsletter -

think about this with m
ore coh

and depth. I'm
 lim

iting it to a one

origam
i fold-out as an intentional constrain

hope you peruse it, seek out som
ething tha

piqued your interest, and join m
e in conversation.
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piqued your i
ntere

st,
 and jo
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cohelped 

t "progress" 

ngible values tha

places. The world is 

ter, so long as you narro

ur definition to averages of 

hat 

is 

m
easurable, 

echnologically 
possible, 

and 

good for consum
ers. But this 

universalizing 
progress 

has 

costs; the past has virtues we 

are losing or have lost.

This 
newsletter 

is 
m

y 

attem
pt to think and talk 

about this with the people 

I care about.
On New

sletters

In the postbellum
 United States, a staggering num

ber of people regularly 

published newspapers. W
ar necessitated innovation in portable printing that 

spilled into consum
er use. Tens of thousands of Am

ericans edited and set 

type for them
selves - assem

bling anecdotes from
 their com

m
unities, 

clippings from
 other papers, and evergreen advice and poetry when the 

news was thin. W
hile m

ost papers were flashes in the pan, som
e 

becam
e staples: a 12-year-old started and ran a weekly "Little 

Nellie's Little Paper" that circulated to thousands until she 

m
arried. Am

ateur editors (collecting and curating) were rarely 

financially m
otivated; instead, it was a hobby, a com

m
unity 

service, and a m
eans of thinking, through voracious 

reading and careful writing. These facts and others 

about the history of the Am
erican newspaper industry 

(including the use of M
um

m
y linen in newspaper 

printing) can be found in "Em
pire of Ink" [1], the 

book 
that 

inspired 
the 

newsletter 
you're 

currently holding.
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